
Starting every year sometime in March, we get swamped
with litter upon litter of adorable kittens! Can you Foster a litter

until they're old enough to be adopted (about 8 weeks)?
It happens like clockwork. Every spring, it's kittens, kittens, kittens! The more Fosters we
have, the more kittens we can save and find loving homes for. A litter of kittens doesn't
take much space or make much noise, and if you have kids, they'll be be able to share lots
of cuddles with their friends. We provide everything you need and everything you need to
know. You just provide safety and love for about 8 weeks. To learn more and complete an
application, visit animalarkmn.org/foster. This year, start a warm, fuzzy tradition!

THIS is what it's all about. Do you have a story to share?
Email it to arknews@animalarkmn.org. Our reporter can take pictures. 

"When Nikki was brought out for us to meet her, she was carrying her
stuffed cheetah. Noah and I fell in love on the spot. A year and a half

later, we love Nikki even more, and she still loves her little friend."
Nikki's Mom

http://animalarkmn.org/foster


"In late summer, 2018, my son and I found
a house. That meant we would finally be
able to have more than cats and hamsters.
It was time for Noah's first dog.

"We saw a couple that looked good to us
on Animal Ark's web site and went to meet
them. It was no contest as soon as we met
Nikki with her stuffed cheetah in her mouth.
We wanted to adopt her that minute and
filled out the application.

"But the closing on our new house wasn't
going to be for three weeks (September 6,
2018). Could we put a hold on Nikki?
Lorraine said yes, and assuming the home
visit went well, Nikki could move right in. It
did and she did. With zero problems!

"The photo with the party hat was Nikki
being a good sport at her homecoming
party. She was great with new people.
Maybe a protective growl at first, but then
she'd go get her stuffed cheetah.In the next
photo, you can see that she made herself
the Princess of the House.

"What I love is the bond that's grown up
between Nikki and Noah. Best friends and
snuggle buddies. Oh, and get this - when
Noah's hamster escaped, Nikki brought it
back to him - unharmed - three different
times. Now that is really a best friend! We
wish everyone could have a Nikki!"

"My cat Chase died of Feline Leukemia in
May 2019. I told Lorraine that I really
needed another cat, and I wanted it to be a
cat that I could help. Lorraine introduced
me to Bono who is diabetic and needs
insulin. He also thinks he's a dog, and that
helps in this house."

Dr. Jerri, Veterinarian

"We adopted Chase from Feline Rescue in April
2015. I chose him because he was Feline Leukemia
positive. He was young (1-2 years) and liked to play
with our dog Oliver (about 8). Like many Felv
positive cats, he was completely healthy until he
wasn't. On May 1, 2019 he wasn't eating well,
bloodwork showed he was severely anemic, and he
died at home in my arms at 6:00 a.m. on May 4,
2019. He left a huge hole in Oliver's life and mine.

"I met Lorraine at Animal Ark through Dr. Charlie, the
vet they work with, and we got to know each other
while I was giving laser treatments to Max, the Ark's
paraplegic mascot.

"Bono was an inspired recommendation. Because
he's on insulin, I really can help him because I can
control the timing of his shots precisely. Bono was
lucky to have landed at Animal Ark because many
shelters do not administer insulin and the animals



have to get by without it. Sadly, some can't.

"I mentioned earlier that Bono thinks he's a dog. He
really is 'just one of the guys' with our four rescues.
In the photo, you can see him getting right in there
with the dogs for treats. His meals are served on top
of the grand piano, out of reach of the real dogs.

"Oliver (now 13) was grateful for Bono's company,
and for Felix when he arrived in March 2019. I hadn't
planned to fall in love with Felix while I was working
with Max at Animal Ark. Benji and Cash were also
unplanned. I offered to take them home so they
wouldn't spend the holidays in a kennel. We're all so
happy - like we were all meant to be - but I think I'll
ask Lorraine to cut me off for a while."

Benji Cash Dr. Jerri Bono Felix Oliver

NEW VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION
SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. at Animal Ark

2600 Industrial Court, Hastings MN 55033
After the Orientation, you're welcome to hang out with Volunteers who once sat where you'll be
sitting and maybe meet the dogs and cats they love. If you plan to join us, please CLICK HERE

to visit the Volunteer page on our web site and complete the Volunteer Application.

NOTE: For your protection and ours, you will need to provide an ID and Insurance Card
before you can work with the animals. We hope to hear from you soon!

Mark Your Calendar!
This Year's 3K Walk
is Saturday, June 6!
Last year's family-friendly 3K Walk was our
biggest yet, but with your help, we'll more
than double the walkers, the donations, and
the FUN! Please ask your friends to mark
their calendars and join you. Thanks!

If you could donate the cost
of two lattes per month, that

would be the cat's meow!
At Animal Ark, our donors are also Members who have a

http://animalarkmn.org/volunteer
http://animalarkmn.org/volunteer
http://animalarkmn.org/donate


voice in how we are governed. Sustaining Members are
angels who automatically donate the same amount each
month via PayPal or their credit or debit card.

We believe in Sustaining Memberships so strongly that
Lorraine and all board members are Sustainers. CLICK
HERE to join us for as little as the cost of one latte per month!

Many thanks (and warm regards)
to O'Connor's ONE HOUR Heating
& Air Conditioning for donating
(and installing) a new furnace!

We get bids on all work because every
dollar spent on maintenance and repair is a
dollar that we'd rather spend on our dogs
and cats. A few months ago, Ben Franklin
Plumbing had the winning bid for some
drain work, and Mr. Sparky got the nod for
our new security system. When a furnace
failed, ONE HOUR was the best value for
replacing it - but it got better! ONE HOUR
donated the furnace and installation! All
three companies are owned by the same
family, and they all share the same family
values: Great work, fair price. Thank You!

Board President Phil Triantaphyllou with one of
the cats who will enjoy ONE HOUR's donation.
"They had the best bid so we were going to go
with them," says Phil. "Then, they called and said
that the owner believes in our work and was going
to donate the furnace and installation. Wow!"

ROUND-UP FOR ANIMAL ARK EXTENDED THROUGH FEBRUARY! You can opt to
round up to the next dollar and Spiral Natural Foods will donate your change to supporting
our mission. In January, the rounded -up change totaled $394 (and change). Stop in!
Great people and great products that you don't find everywhere else.

1250 S Frontage Rd - Hastings Minnesota 55033 - (651) 437-2667
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